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facing: The entry walk includes pots of red geraniums,

Russian sage, Shasta daisies, delphiniums, roses, and

more.

above, left: Protection from the wind and loving

attention help these roses thrive.

above, right: Aspens shade the lawn from the evapo-

rating heat of the sun.

n the front of Elizabeth Romero’s home a hundred Shasta daisies are in bud, ready
to burst into a profusion of white on this sunny mid-June day. Inside the front

gate, purple daylilies and purple delphiniums form a flowery backdrop, their deep col-

ors matching the intensity of the Santa Fe sky. An abundance of pink and vivid red

roses blooming along the narrow swooping brick entrance catch the eye. The fra-

grance of one deep red rose is startlingly intense—like this miniature garden itself.

Romero moves roses that fail to thrive to unobtrusive “rose cemeteries” in the

front of the house or beneath a statue of St. Francis, near her iris beds. “When I

move them, I tell them they are going to a better place,” she says. Some die, but

some of the transplants thrive.

She takes some teasing about the lawn given Santa Fe’s restrictions on water

use, but she defends her patch of grass. It is in the shade, which helps with evapo-

ration. “When they stop watering the golf courses, I’ll stop watering my grass.” She

saves water in rain barrels for her plants.
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he fragrance of lavender drifts into the parking area beyond Paul Drumright’s front
gate. Drumright meets us at the entrance, as enthusiastic as a new father, eager

to offer a tour of his garden.

The gate opens to reveal a formal Mediterranean lavender bed, the plants in full

bloom in perfectly tended gravel mulch. The garden, complete with a small fountain,

features eight kinds of lavender and skyrocket junipers trimmed to resemble cypress.

Drumright designed this garden, one of many he cultivates here, to create an impres-

sion of calm coolness, a welcome respite from Santa Fe’s summer heat.
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